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Bubject: Gola Shipments ; Report ro: [tenpies 
yes I 2 Date of Information: May-July 1950 


Plece Acquired:| Panama City, Ponaca | * Date Acquired: JunoNuly 1550 


Evaluation: b-¢ Date of Keport: 10 July 1950. ct 


6 . -_- + FF ae was 
Gource: ogee wt bet mtbr a he Te - pote ; 
~ ey ut. : e. : E 2 tp.ce Us 
LY 2, Gt reported that an 7 May 1950 a Bez6 type bocterlerrived-in Dovid, Panana, 
ep froa Brownsville, Toxes,kuo to a low cssolize supnly. e plenevwas huaded for 
/ Tocunen Airport in Parcna City, asa carcicd os. crew tha following. acoording to 


ees 


—_ 
Frark OXGFL, U.S. Citizen, Pilot. . 
: Oo HARTIUZEZ, UeSe Citizen, Co-Pilot fe 
ar : Steve LVPZAY, UsS, Citisen, Mechanic OS c 
— Zeae® Mauricio CaStru, Pansnaniah, Passenger _ 


“\r [4 tire blew out aot Lavid pand Civil aeronautics technician at 
me Tocunen port was instruzen getting a spare tire te thea, 
. + Coe ee Se a | fe MUA, glee och 


Ze bis-offica that he hed mot Stove KURRAY in Havana in 
April 1950 in cozpeny with @ felled raced ZORILLO, tho elaiced to havo scze 
4, Connection with the. Secrot Police, in-KexieosS described MURRAY pias an < 
-. . Sdvonturor who hed been in the Philipires and the Far East ond- hom he suspected - 
Lo 7 Ff gold smuzpling activities. rid that HURRAY as pilot of the plerne 
OE 7? end he thought it was unusual that eo fest 8 vlano cs this and as expensive to 
operate was teing used when it had comparatively little cargo space. In Vay 
1950, whon KURKAY.was in Panama, he told, _f that he wat buying orchid bulta, 
: a 
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+ 2g Se On 16 June 1950 the following information was’ received(from Civil Intelligence 
“LO Section, Panana Canal,)} regarding this matters S jf 


as ; 
"It-has-been-reported-that Very frequently a B-26 airplene (NSS46N ~ 6 Martin 
Marauder) makes trins between Tocuzenf ond David, Rete It is piloted ty 
Steve MURRAY,” andiat least two other ézericans ride-on-the-plano, vhich=tettoms 
Senetices met at Tocuren Airport ty either Tito, Harmodito or Toni ARIAS. 
On landing at the airport it goes directly to a hangar, and allegedly the 
>) only ones who vioit it aro the 2RIsS brothers, PsSTOR Ponce, Chief of the 
. Airport, and one (fnu) LIMARES, Chief of Custocs at Tocunens. 
Tr wee Fe eR, eel a4 : ' 
av *IrfLormant stated that it wes bolieved et first that the Plane was engeged 
da ar=n contraband, but later it appeared more loyical to assure that it 
wes involved in another type of saugglirg, poscibly druze. 
AVirgilio RAYIPEZ, then ief of the Control Tower, is ‘said to have stated 


that the plane ceras ard /:26e without teirg registered at the airport under 
orders of POS Es Ainpart anager; that the place lands withott big 
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ty ratio or talkire to anyora for four of dotect!:a at Ali couk Finld, but 

at it 3 elpicded ty meas of a ltine Which intisates that tre tinld Ie vif 
frve for Tartlns, dcrapmife 4s lore, iw ec ant oro Jiany SUT, told : 
ateore that Varneates alr Srrorrent wath the "ited etates revardirg landing a, 
rules was tenty belig violated, ard U.ut Lhese teo zen wore afterwards» /7. Wf 
rescwed from thetp Jobs. ec ete . 

Pirlcreant. ace that lie above plane landed at Tocwen fron “grid on 1) kay. 

& S385 pore, on 12 bay at 6:51 Poe, OF 14 May at 6:79. Pete and on 16 May 

at 9:55 Boke : - . 

Fhe sdove trforeation was allegedly given to Preshiert A2US by the Kinister 
of Goverment and Justico, and he &dperently shored litrle interest in the — 
furlect, screly Stating that the ratter shoulc be Larestivated to seo what 


Upoa receipt of this information it apoucred that Tircilio ROTREZ might have 
bees the Source, since ho. was fired froz his post at Tocuzen Airport and was 
disgraztled sdout_ite It nas oScertainn! that the -trformsation contained 
the aivve) Paragrany, in which RAMIRES fs Eentioned ris reported by RAMIRE z{ but 
the offer irfornstion cana from other Civil Intell zxécce .sources, oe 
; : ad (heverg wlulioed alecs” 7 
4. 6 July advised thst the-sbove-pluro-and Stevo LURRAY had re~ 
turasd to Fen=aeeg that tho Mirister Of Goverment aad ordered that the plane 
@ cisssrticd and Searched but he could not ascertain the basis for the Search, 
had talked to the Kanagor of the Airport, Psfael PSSTOR Porce, and with - 


Se Ca & July 1950 itr. MURRAY called at the Eabassy to obtain assistance in 
Becurirg the release of hie plane. Briefly he Stared that he had doparted — 
fron Kexico City via Manapua and arrived at Tocuren et 7320 peme Julye His 


' Pa’Sport reflected the followings 


Necez Steven T, Murray 
Fasspert Noes 1623 

Issud: Kanila, Doconter 2, 1946. 
Rengecds Manila, Doconter 27, 1948 
Expires: Decoater 2, 1950 


He furaished the following edditional information: 


Type of Plano: Converted B=26 
UeSe Registry: N 5546 N . 
Pilot end Ownors Stevon T, Murray 
Cosfiots Frank Oorgel, U.S. citizon 
“Fligt Engireers Cristobul Martinoz, Koxtcon Sitizon 
Paseerceris Maurielo DE CASTRO, Paracontan citises (deurer of offic tal: 
Passport), pessencer frog Koxico City to Tocumen . a 


' Destinations Browrsville, Texas 
Purpose of Trips Businose 
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a — rs 
sy . . \ a 
5 Bo TD 

wd d _— 


He stated that he was in the export~izport business srd that he dealt in gold. _ 
He said that ho hed coce to Peners to see! a nan ty the raze of Sis,’ oold a 
Pal ~ 


dealer froa Buonos Aires, about gold Shipeentse, 2, Lae dan 
Doe te 7 res ere. de 
€~ On 8 July, Kintster of Goverment Alfredo ALIN reported the matter to 
_ the U.S. Acbassador, stating that prior to arrivin: La Ponarg fhe plane had 
Yo beon signaled, that’ sll was rot well at the afrpert and Stat, the crew hed 
. ‘es / . Jettisoned cargo prior to orrivale (A check with the air Force authorities 
\S dees rot confirm that any such message wes Sent ard KUUUY donies that any 
. fs. thing wes jottisoned. Ho insisted that he was couing to Panaza to discuss the 


Lear f gold businose but that hu had no cargo.)'/ The Kirister also advised the Acbessador 
o that PASTOR Ponce had beon fired a3 Eead of the airoort, - ) & od 
- Aenea : s a Mange O .e 


res Any Conmprsation with FISICA Ponce and LURUY ‘oa the olcht af § Juyf* 7S 
/7~ -W88 advised that PASTOR. Ponce had, in fect, beon fined ard that he was ceter= yO! 
yh 
ARIAS was -bonind dt-all but that exsria Ponce ves. the fall-euy. . ry! tues 
182 Crepe eh, Cilia vs ~- , ain. —_ , 
8. Tho Mexican /referked tosaCristobal Seat rad arg tho Roxie, 2, fe © Vo 
sro bolieved to ba identical. SiS has toon idontiried a5 Sernarevcs3, a cold (\. * 
doalor, who operates in Buenoa Aires ani Mortevides. Civil Intelligence Sete 
2) “tion -has- advicad that Sas Wus.'S tay ing: with Tont aRIsS end thotus- had Conarted . 
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fron Panona hastily. CiS-aluo-aivised. trat Presicens SUS, at—Lisst-had given 

ordore for the/dinnisool of both his neshor, Toni aleSy and PASTC2 Ponce, but 

it waa lator dvreed that Toni ARIAS would not bo fired.to avoid a Public scandle 
. dnvolving the Prosident's funily. An Longd me 


*: . . 
> 92( to Present status of tha matter is that the plan: has teen searched with 
/ .¢  nogative resulta, that the plane is Still beine held by the Ponsnantan authori= 


et ties and that “UXRAY end othora are Ondeavoring by every menns possible to 


Secure the release of the Plaro. Tho hosed of the Socusen dirnort, Pasioa Ponce, 
has beon dismissed and Toni ARIAS, tho Presidont's_nerhew, will probably be | 
" “@llowod to withdraw from his position gracefully, ” 
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